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Ziska Childs always knew she’d be an artist. She’s the latest in a long line—eight generations, to

be exact—and the daughter of world-renowned painter and printmaker Bernard Childs, whose

works hang in the National Gallery and Metropolitan Museum of Art, among other well-known

museums and galleries. As a girl, she traveled the world, studying in Paris and Tokyo and soak-

ing up her father’s lessons. As a young person, after her parents divorced, Ziska came to the

United States with her mother, convincing her to move them to Aspen after falling in love with

the town on a ski vacation. As an adult, she moved again, this time to New York City, where she

earned her master’s degree at New York University and worked on the sets of Broadway produc-

tions such as The Phantom of the Opera and Beauty and the Beast. 

But Aspen beckoned her back. “I’d be walking down the street and pretending I was walking past

the Independence Square Hotel. I just missed it like crazy.” She adds, “I’ve lived all over the

world, and Aspen is home.” And while Childs finds her surroundings inspiring, it’s actually the

lack of distraction that allows her creativity to thrive here. “I’m not really creating art from what

I see around me,” she explains. “My work doesn’t start from the visual; it starts from something

very abstract, which takes a lot of concentration. Living in Aspen allows me to focus.”

These days, Childs divides her time among many projects, including work for both commercial

and private clients. Her specialty: murals depicting everything from Renaissance-style nudes to

stylized Tibetan Buddhas, painted almost anywhere—on ceilings, walls and cabinet doors.

There’s even an elevator in an Aspen home sporting a Poussin-inspired landscape. Right now,

she’s gearing up to transform a little girl’s bedroom into a magic tree house, complete with paint-

ing, sculpture and mechanical devices. Childs is also busy with Aspen Murals, a company she

started to connect artists from around the world, who are experts in faux and decorative fin-

ishes, restoration, trompe l’oeil and gilding, with clients looking for that expertise. One collab-

oration, completed this spring, helped a homeowner in Scotland find and replicate a unique faux

finish she’d seen in a restaurant in Italy. 
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